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us—very soothing.    Such is my feeling at this minute as I hear them.
Music in his undergraduate days was a constant recreation. In 1820 he had found sympathisers, and a music club was formed.
To HIS SISTER, H. E. 1ST. '                                            February 26.
Our music club at St. John's has been offered and has accepted the music room for our weekly private concerts. [Again June 3 :] I was asked by a man yesterday to go to his rooms for a little music at seven o'clock. I went. An old Don—a very good-natured man, but too fond of music—played Bass ; and through his enthusiasm I was kept playing quartets 011 a heavy tenor from seven to twelve ! 0 my poor arm and eyes and head and back ! [Again he writes later :] I went to the R.'s to play the difficult first violin to Haydn, Mozart, &c.
He found time for lighter reading ; is enthusiastic to his Mother on£ Ivanhoe,3 especially the second volume ; and writes to his Father of Crabbe's poems, for which he had a lasting admiration :
I also send Crabbe's < Tales of the Hall,3 a work of which I am excessively fond; but the monotonous gloominess of which is so great an objection that I can hardly think he will ever have many admirers. Hardly one of his Tales has a fortunate ending ; hardly one of his Tales but has the same ending; hardly one of his Tales but is disfigured by the most prosaic lines or degraded by familiar vulgarity. However, for all this, he seems to me one of the greatest poets of the present day. His c Lady Barbara,' out of many beautiful ones, is the most uniformly elevated and animated.
A letter to his Father of this date mentions Dr. Bouth. It is observable that no Oxford memory ever knew this name but as associated with the word Venerable. It was a remark of Mr. Hickards's, who had an early experience of Oxford, not only that Dr. Houth was old at any given date, but that he always had been old, and gave the world the impression of never having known any other stage of being.
One of our Dons is on the eve of marriage, the Presidentad very high, your feet low, your bed an inclined plane, your head cool, your feet warm. In your diet avoid anything which may cause a sudden rush of blood to the head. Keep your temperature cool, and apply leeches to your temples once a fortnight. An observance of these directions will keep you from being worse, and may make you a shade better." Oh, consolation 1 " may " !'
